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Editorial
Brethren and Companions welcome to this edition of 
the Audenshaw District Newsletter!

Whilst visiting overseas Lodges I have been regularly asked
‘What is Freemasonry like in England?’ My usual answer is, ‘it
is very similar to what it is like here, but with some slight
differences around approach and interpretation’. This has now
almost become an involuntary response since I coined the
response following my first overseas visit in 2005.

Having recently been asked this question again I started to
think about it afresh, so with a clean sheet of paper, I started
to think about what I have seen in Freemasonry on my travels
and visits to Masonic lodges throughout England and Wales.

There is great diversity of Freemasonry, from wonderful
masonic history in Tenby (South Wales), to dynamic rituals in
Bristol, from tracing board types and positioning in Norwich,
to what appeared, at first, strange practices of Lodge
warrants in Essex and London as opposed to what happens in
East Lancashire. I have seen many differences in Provincial,
overseas Districts and other Grand Lodges, but one overriding
principle I have found at all Lodges the world over (11 Grand
Lodge jurisdictions and counting, and 9 UGLE
Provincial/overseas Districts) is that we have friendship in our
hearts, a common frame of reference (to even where there is
very different practices of ritual), personal development
journey through freemasonry and life and charity to others –
freemason and non-freemason alike.

So this activity got me thinking - if you were asked in 140
characters (a tweet) or less how would you describe your
experience of freemasonry to others? See page 6 for more
information on this…..

As ever I hope you enjoy reading this edition and remember
please send any points of interest to me via
leemarsh77@outlook.com or leave in the pigeon hole at
Stanley House and I will do my best to include them in the
Newsletter or monthly news sheets.

Sincere and fraternal regards,

WBro Lee Marsh, PProvSGD
District Communications Officer

Audenshaw District Team
Chairman – Gerry Hodson; Deputy Chairman – Paul Waring; Secretary – Michael Porter; Charity Steward – Nigel Johnson; Mentor – Raymond 
Charlton; DORA’s – William Wootton and Tony Freemont; Communications Officer – Lee Marsh

What will you find in this 
Edition:

• APGM Welcome
• Special Degree Ceremonies
• Provincial Grand Lodge meeting
• Freemason and George Medal 

Holder
• District Diary
• Plus much more

With just under 40 Lodges and Chapters, there is no
way we can get round to contacting them all for news
items, so we ask that you send them to us ideally with
photographs (please get permission from those in the
photo), as they really make the articles much more
appealing to readers. As ever, please continue to send
in your material to leemarsh77@outlook.com



Message from our APGM

WBro John Pearson, PSGD, APGM

On 8th April 2016 we will hold our Annual 
Charity Giving Night at Ashton Masonic 
Hall. We hope that the Civic Mayor of 
Tameside will again be with us. This is 
another occasion when we can publicise 
the benefits of being a Freemason and all 
the good works we do for the benefit of 
others. Please encourage the charities 
and individuals to whom your Lodges 
have made or are making donations to 
attend the event. This offers them the 
chance to raise awareness of their own 
causes to the Mayor and to all the 
Freemasons and our families in the hope 
of receiving further donations in the 
future. They will be invited to say a few 
words about their need of funds and also 
to put on display any posters or other 
materials they wish to bring to our 
attention.

As I mentioned in my last newsletter we 
will celebrate the Tercentenary of Grand 
Lodge in 2017. This will represent a 
tremendous opportunity to raise the 
profile of Freemasonry and to highlight all 
we can offer to good men from all walks 
of life whatever their race, religion or 
social standing. 

I hope you have enjoyed the Christmas and New Year holiday 
and that you are looking forward to the opportunities and 
challenges of 2016. We now say farewell to the 2015 Festival 
and can be proud of the total of over £2.6 million pounds 
donated to the RMBI. The Banquet at the Macron Stadium was 
fantastic. The meal and entertainment were first class and the 
lively atmosphere in the room represented all that is wonderful 
about Freemasonry. 

The Province is already making preparations 
but please contact your District Chairman if 
you have your own ideas as to how we 
should celebrate this occasion in Southern 
Area. The future of our organisation is in our 
hands. We should let our friends, family and 
acquaintances know how much we enjoy 
being a member of our Lodge. In the year 
ahead we will be contacting Lodges with 
suggestions as to how we can help us all to 
become better ambassadors for 
Freemasonry.

Thank you all for everything you are doing. 
Enjoy Freemasonry. I look forward to seeing 
you in the near future.



Religious compatibility

One of the great tributes to Freemasonry is that fact that we are one of the world’s 
oldest and most established non-religious, fraternal and charitable organisations and 
we are very proud of the fact that we have members who are Christian,  Jewish, Muslim 
and many other denominations.

Freemasonry strongly encourages its members to belong to an established religion, although that 

is not a requirement for 
membership (only that a 
candidate profess a belief 
in a Supreme Being). 

Masonry is a fraternal organization that encourages morality and charity and studies philosophy.

A question that many Freemasons are frequently 
asked about is our relationship with the Roman 
Catholic Church. To help Brethren and readers 
with this here is a highlight of Sir David’s address 
at our recent Provincial Grand Lodge meeting in 
Blackburn ‘I am very happy to place on record 
that we warmly welcome Catholics into our 
Order. That situation was made clear by Cardinal 
Heenan, the then Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Westminster when he interceded on our behalf 
with Rome and in July 1974, Cardinal Heenan
received a communication from the Holy See 
which was promulgated by the Roman Catholic 
Bishops of England and Wales. The brief extract 
from that communication reads as follows:

“The Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith ....... has ruled 
that Canon 2335 no longer automatically 
bars a Catholic from membership of 
Masonic groups.” 

That was an historic moment Brethren. I am very 
proud of the fact that in my own Lodges and 
Chapter we have Roman Catholics who are very 
active, able and conscientious members. Long 
may it continue.’



Audenshaw District News

Alexandra Lodge No. 993, in Audenshaw District had
the pleasure to Pass Bro Arshan Cyrus Soonawalla to
the degree of a Fellow Craft Freemason. Bro
Soonawalla was initiated into Alexandra Lodge No.
1065 which meets at Jabalpur in the State of Madhya
Pradesh, India. Bro. Soonawalla is a fifth generation
Freemason and grandson of the Immediate Past
District Grand Master for the District Grand Lodge of
Bombay, RWBro Dorab Bajan, a friend of WBro
Michael Holland PAGDC, the IPM of Alexandra Lodge
No. 993.

Alexandra Lodge No. 1065 is an English Lodge that
was Consecrated in Jabalpur in December 1864, a
year after Alexandra Lodge No. 993 was Consecrated
in Levenshulme, Manchester. It was when WBro
Holland was attending the Sesquicentenary
celebration of Alexandra Lodge No. 1065 in Jabalpur
last year, that RWBro Bajan spoke to him about his
grandson. He mentioned that it was his wish to Initiate
Arshan into Alexandra No.1065 but as Arshan was
now working in the UK, he enquired whether
Alexandra No. 993 would consider Passing and
Raising him on their behalf.

On his return to UK, WBro Holland discussed this
matter with the Brethren of 993 and all were in
agreement that this would be an excellent opportunity
to help out a Lodge with the same name and with
which WBro Holland had such close connections.

Bro Soonawalla was Initiated by his grandfather
RWBro Bajan on 3rd August 2015 and shortly after the

A Passing from Jabalpur
One of the greatest attributes to
Freemasonry is its universal
acceptance and love towards our fellow
human beings and this is exemplified in
Freemasonry when we have the
honorable opportunity to conduct a
ceremony on behalf of another Lodge,
particularly when that lodge is halfway
around the world.

Alexandra Lodge No. 993 with Bro Soonawalla and guests

Secretary of Alexandra Lodge No. 993, WBro Stephen
Holgate, received a letter from Alexandra Lodge No.
1065 requesting that on their behalf would they Pass
and Raise Bro Soonawalla.

At the start of the passing ceremony the Worshipful
Master of Alexandra Lodge No. 993, WBro William
Rathbone, invited WBro Holland to take the Chair for
the evening and to conduct the business of Passing
Bro Soonawalla with WBro Peter Ryan the Lodge
Mentor acting as Senior Deacon.

The Ceremony included the long version of the
Working Tools delivered by the Junior Warden, WBro
Michael Wignall; the Charge after Passing delivered
by the acting Senior Warden, WBro Raymond
Charlton and the Second Degree Tracing Board
delivered by the Director of Ceremonies WBro Brian
Wignall.

After the Lodge closed, an excellent Social Board was
enjoyed wherein Bro Soonawalla responded to his
toast by thanking all Brethren for their warmth and
support that evening and saying how much he had
enjoyed the experience.

It is expected that Bro Soonawalla will be Raised
to the Degree of a Master Mason in Alexandra
Lodge No. 993 on 11th March 2016 and all Brethren
who would like to attend should please contact the
Lodge Secretary, WBro Stephen Holgate on
s.c.holgate@gmail.com



Audenshaw District Competition

Describe your freemasonry in 140 characters, or less?

A selection will be published in the next edition. 

The best 140 characters, explaining your freemasonry will win a prize.

Closing date is Friday 18th March 2016 at 12pm

Submit your entry my emailing leemarsh77@outlook.com 

All submissions over 140 characters with be disregarded and not 
entered so please keep below 140 characters.



New to Stanley House

In conjunction with the British Heart Foundation (BHF) and the local 
NHS ambulance service Stanley House has been honoured by receiving 
a state of the art, lifesaving piece of equipment, an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED)

These AED’s are very simple to use and you can have a go at using one 
in your lodge my arranging a short talk and presentation via  WBro Lee 
Marsh – District Communications Officer.

At Stanley House you will see displayed 
new signs detailing the location of the 
AED and a simple guide to managing a 
situation.



will be presenting a talk ‘the discovery which
has been made is of the greatest importance’

Tuesday 24th March 2016,
starting at 6pm

Royal Arch Masonry

Each time we visit our Chapter the evening should be special and memorable, so that we look forward to our 
next meeting with keen anticipation. That may involve ensuring the company is good, the venue, meal and 
service are excellent and, as far as the convocation itself is concerned, that we learn something in an 
enjoyable, dignified and entertaining manner.

There should never be a masonic evening in which the business agenda fails to contain some valued masonic 
education, a short talk, a paper followed by a debate, some questions and answers etc. The papers and speakers 
are there to support the work of Mentors or whoever has responsibility for guiding and supporting the new 
companions in your Chapter.

The Provincial Education and Development Committee has produced materials available through provincial web 
pages and the table below will show you what is available.

www.pglel.co.uk/Education&Development/materials/royal_arch_papersx.asp



Provincial Grand Lodge Meeting

Brethren Lodge Provincial Rank

Peter Lambert Iron Road ProvSGD

Stephen Dunks Concord ProvGStdB

Tony Berry Court ProvGStwd

Leslie Brooks Iron Road ProvGStwd

Eric Evanson Faith PProvJGW

Jim Stahler Iron Road PProvJGW

Michael Porter Ardwick PProvGSuptWks

Nigel Johnson Rose of Lancashire PProvGSuptWks

Philip Blackham Composite PProvDepGDC

Chris Wildman Parnassus PProvDepGDC

David Grimshaw Ardwick PProvSGD

Lee Marsh Audenshaw PProvSGD

Peter Grimshaw Reddish PProvSGD

Leonard Pike Reddish PProvSGD

Peter Doherty Rose of Lancashire PProvGStdB

Robert Derbyshire Faith PProvAGStdB

This year Audenshaw District is proud to have a large 
number of its deserving Brethren being honoured with 
appointment or promotion. Four brethren received the 
honour of being an acting provincial officer for the year, 
12 received an appointment or promotion to Past rank.

Past Provincial Junior Grand Warden for former 
Audenshaw District Secretary

The Provincial Grand Master, Sir David Trippier, RD, JP, 
DL, entered Provincial Grand Lodge to tremendous 
applause following a superbly arranged procession of 
distinguished guests, Heads of Orders and present and 
past Provincial Leaders and Officers. Indeed, one of the 
first items of business following the opening of 
Provincial Grand Lodge was to welcome the 
Distinguished guests.

One of the highlights of the afternoon was the 
appointment and promotion of many worthy Brethren. 

16 Audenshaw Brethren Honoured

In the RW PGM address, he explained that following the 
closure of the Festival, a new Provincial Tie has been 
designed, which a large number were wearing at the 
meeting. Sir David expressed his hope that the brethren 
approve of it and will wear it with pride. He went on to 
highlight that at the bottom of the tie, the Coat of Arms 
of this Province is detailed and said “My hope is that 
many of you will wish to wear the tie, not only in your 
Lodges and Chapters but in your place of work or whilst 
attending non-masonic functions so that if you are 
asked about the significance of the tie you can explain 
your membership of our illustrious Order. As an open 
society seeking to increase our membership, it could be 
an opportunity to promote awareness.”

The Brethren who received provincial honours at the 
Provincial Grand Lodge meeting on the 19th November 2015 
are: 

Congratulations to all Recipients’

A very special day in the calendar for all East Lancashire Freemasons, but, 
for 16 brethren from Audenshaw District it started with excitement and 
anticipation.

Audenshaw District News



Fellowship Diary 
2016

27th January
Why me

By Kathleen Potts

24th February
Prohibition

By Alan Hayhurst

23rd March
Rhyme and Reason

By Rona Catterall

27th April
A Scotsman Abroard

By Eric McConnell

25th May
The Rocking Years 

1950’s and 60’s
By Brian Hallworth

6th July
Annual Day Trip

TBC

The Fellowship is an organisation 
for Senior Citizens with 

connections at Stanley House. 
This

includes wives, widows, close 
friends and those who have taken 

early retirement. The meetings
are held on the fourth Wednesday 
of the month as shown above, at 

Stanley House, Audenshaw
commencing at 2-00 pm.

Ken explained ‘suddenly, we saw a suspicious-looking man 
climb over a fence with a large box and get into his car’ I 
said ‘Let's turn him over’. The suspect saw the headlights, 
realised he'd been spotted and drove straight at them. Ken 
explained ‘I moved; he swerved. After hitting the 
pavement, I sped off in pursuit’. Ken and his colleague 
chased him for about ten minutes. ‘He'd drive one way 
then another, go to turn right, then turn left across me, 
jumping red lights’ Ken explained. Fortunately, there 
weren't many cars about and they did well to stay with his 
Hillman Minx it was much faster than their van. Eventually, 
Ken forced him onto the pavement and into a lamppost. 

The suspect jumped out and Ken chased him down an 
alley, while his colleague Ted tried to cut him off going in 
the other direction. Ken went on to say ‘I was confident 
that I'd catch him. I was pretty fit in those days. You just 
pace them until they get tired. After a few minutes, I 
grabbed him and spun him round. What do you want me 
for?' he shouted. ‘I believe you've got stolen property in 
your car,' Ken replied. 'Let's go back and discuss it.' 

Ken explained that it was at this point he felt a blow to the 
chest, which brought me him to his knees, and saw 
something sticking out of his chest - the hilt of a knife. ‘I 
pulled it out’ Ken explained ‘and pain coursed through me, 
but I fought to keep hold of the knife, hit the suspect hard 
and then knelt on his chest so he couldn't escape’. 

Ken explained his colleague Ted turned up a minute or so 
later and he said, 'He stabbed me, Ted. Let’s get him to the 
station.’ Ted said I should stay put while he got help -
never mind if the suspect got away. But Ken wasn't having 
that - Moss Lane East police station was only a few 
hundred metres and that's where we were going. Ken 
explained ‘Ted and I marched him there. I had blood

Founder and Past Master of Old Blue Lamp Lodge No. 9543 WBro
Ken Irvine, a former police constable, chased and caught a burglar 
in Moss Side, Manchester, on 12th June 1965. He wouldn't let him 
escape, even after the thief had stabbed him in the heart.

It was a Friday night, about 10.50pm, when WBro Irvine and a 
colleague PC Ted Howard were sitting plain- clothed in an unmarked 
Morris 1000 police van, observing a street. 

running all down my shirt, down my leg and into my 
shoe.’ ‘Serious stabbing, in the chest, police officer,' 
the station's duty officer told the hospital over the 
phone. Ken was put in the refreshment room and 
given cotton wool to put over the wound. 
As Ken’s vision started to blur and everything was 
going dark in this eyes his colleagues decided they 
couldn't wait for an ambulance and took me to 
hospital in a police van. The nursing sister grabbed a 
heart surgeon - Mr Mousalli, one of the country's 
best - who'd popped in on his day off to pick up some 
papers. She also roped in seven medical students 
who'd come to see their mates. They became 
runners, getting the equipment Mr Mousalli needed 
while he performed emergency surgery. 

Ken explained ‘If I'd arrived half an hour later none of 
them would have been there, and I'd have been 
dead’. During the emergency surgery is was 
discovered that there was a one and a half inch tear 
in Ken’s heart and nerve damage on the right side of 
his diaphragm, which had stopped it working. ‘I was 
gasping for air’ Ken explained.

Ken came out of surgery with plenty of healing 
needed, it was three months before he was able to 
return back at work. In the December  1965, He was 
made sergeant, and a few months later he got a 
letter from Buckingham Palace saying he’d been 
awarded the George Medal. Ken went on to express 
‘It was a proud moment. And my attacker? He was a 
career criminal, and they found a TV in his car. He 
was sentenced to 12 years, and served seven, but he 
didn't learn his lesson. He carried on stealing and 
went back inside again a few years later.’

Ken Irvine is also Vice President of the Gallantry Medallists’ League, the League is dedicated to all holders of 
gallantry medals in the UK and from across the Commonwealth. The main objective of the League is to create, 
cherish and maintain "esprit de corps" and comradeship amongst League members through the frequent exchange 
of information and regular meetings on both a formal and social basis. 

The League organised the 75th anniversary for George Cross and Medal holders, who have performed acts of the 
greatest heroism or displayed the most conspicuous courage in circumstances of extreme danger, they gathered on 
the 24th September 2015 to mark the 75th anniversary of the medals with the Duke of Kent at Royal Hospital 
Chelsea.

George Cross and Medal holders with the Duke of Kent at Royal Hospital Chelsea

The Duke of Kent presented the medal holders with a boxed set of two coins: a 
new one bearing an image of the Queen, the other of her father King George VI. 
All have been individually engraved for each of the GC and GM holders.



Audenshaw District
Diary 2016 (updated January)

Follow us:
Southern_Area; or visit: www.pglel.co.uk

Date Lodge / Chapter Event Contact

Saturday 9th January 2016 Parnassus Lodge Installation – APGM attending Lodge Secretary

Thursday 28th January 2016 ADLIM Installation – APGM attending Lodge Secretary

Thursday 4th February 2016 Faith Lodge APGM attending Lodge Secretary

Friday 12th February 2016 Alexandra Lodge Installation – APGM attending Lodge Secretary

Tuesday 8th March 2016 Unanimity Chapter Celebration of 50 years in Royal 
Arch Freemasonry for EComp Bill 
Cavanagh – APGP attending

Scribe E

Friday 11th March 2016 Alexandra Lodge Bro Soonawalla, from Alexandra 
Lodge, Jabalpur - will be Raised to 
the Degree of a Master Mason

Lodge Secretary
WBro Stephen Holgate 

on 
s.c.holgate@gmail.com

Thursday 17th March 2016 Provincial Grand Chapter Provincial Grand Chapter 
Meeting, Blackburn

Secretariat

Tuesday 24th March 2016 Ashton District of Installed 
First Principals
Meeting at Audenshaw 

presenting a talk ‘the discovery 
which has been made is of the 
greatest importance’ 

Scribe E

Friday 8th April 2016 Southern Area Southern Area Giving Evening at 
Ashton Masonic Hall

District Charity 
Steward

Friday 22nd April 2016 Iron Road Lodge Installation – APGM attending Lodge Secretary

Thursday 5th May Parnassus Lodge Wine and Tapas night Lodge Secretary

Saturday 21st May 2016 District Event Masters’ and First Principals’ 
Dinner

District Secretary


